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APPENDIX E

Sample Description of Writing*

Souls Unsure is a modern epic.  A lost angel, Syth, journeys through a forgotten underworld, Sheol, to find an injured soul.  But don’t trust this poem.  It has shifty eyes.  It twists those epic qualities, shines them through its own funhouse mirror.


The muse is a familiar figure, the force invoked by the narrator at the beginning of all great tales.  What if the muse was mischievous – a little devious?  This muse talks back and has to be placated, appeased, and ultimately conned to give up his story.  But it’s never easy to con the original con man.  What answers can be gained from the half truths he trickily weaves in words?

The hero of this poem is no hero, barely a shadow fragment of that archetype.  In the cracks and crevices of his tattered tale, we meet other ash-gray phantoms trudging through the streets of everyday.  The main line of the plot, Syth’s journey, will be told in poetic form, but it will often break off into separate, prose stories of those souls unsure in the mundane world.  In this way, the story tells itself indirectly, a spiral rather than a line.


We know what to expect from angels and from demons.  But for the souls unsure, dancing the spectral spaces between Heaven and Hell, anything can happen.

* Used by permission of Joshua Doetsch, whose novel was the English Department’s and UIS’ Outstanding 
Thesis of 2006. 

