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APPENDIX D 1

Sample Artist's Statement

Artist’s Statement*


I write because I have to, because it is the only thing I have ever wanted to do.  Writing keeps me sane; it is my anchor that keeps me from drifting away into insanity.  My writing condenses all of my experiences and emotions into a tangible record for others to view.  I sometimes feel as if I have lived many different lives in my time on this Earth: son, father, brother, lover, fighter, friend, thief, thug, nerd, geek, Black man; each one of these describes but a single aspect of the whole person, and through my writing, I become complete.  


It was never a foregone conclusion that I would ever attend college or even live to be twenty-five, and I accepted this proclamation from others to be gospel and lived accordingly.  Many years I’ve spent living a quasi-criminal lifestyle filled with the types of people considered undesirable, unworthy, and cast-off from society, for me they were the only reality I knew, but I would dream of the written word as my salvation.  Reading and writing were my secret joys that helped me through the deep wells of depression and sheer world of madness, of mania, often the words of a book, any book, would center and offer guidance.  There is no other way I explain myself and no other that way I want to; for better and worse, I am a writer.

*This appendix used by permission of Aaron Wayne, writer.

